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34TH EDBF ORDINARY CONGRESS 
Monday, 11th September 2023 at 09.00hrs (BST) / 10.00hrs (CET) 

Held at Società Canottieri Ravenna, Ravenna Standian, Italy  
& via Zoom Video Conference 

 
Present: 
EDBF Executive Committee (Non-Voting): 

Voting Members in the Room: 
Sue Menzies SM Great Britain GBR 
Bridget Walter BW Switzerland SWI 
Saed Abdalla SA Germany GER 
Mirko Radojicic MR Serbia SRB 
Sandra Guitart Sabater SBS Spain ESP 
Reke Szabina Török RST Hungary HUN 
Vladislav ILIN VI Israel ISR 
Kateryna Kovalenko KK Lithuania LIT 
Alexey Morgun AM Ukraine UKR 
Giovanni Romain GR Albania ALB 
Christou Zacharoula CZ Cyprus CYP 
Michaela Scacchetti  MS Georgia GEO 
Renato Grazioli RG Moldova MOL 
    
Others (Non-Voting):    
Andries Boneschansker (via zoom AB Chair of C&T Commission NLD 
Dusko Spasovski  DS Chair of Medical Commission SRB 
Leila Ataei LA Vice Chair Medical Commission CYP 
Djordje Pavlovic DP Vice Chair C&T Commission CYP 
Christian Tänzer (via zoom) CT Vice Chair M& M Commission GER 
Lukas Heuger LH Interpreter for UBF GER 
Margaret Kehoe MK  IRL 
James Haymen JH  ESP 

Claudio Schermi 
Ute Becker-Frenzel 
Peter Jarosi 
Valerii Morgun 
Anna Sokratous 
Maura Dezi 
Julie Doyle 
Andrew Menzies 

CS 
UBF 
PJ 

VM 
AS 
MD 
JD 

AM 

EDBF President 
EDBF Snr Vice President 
EDBF Vice President 
EDBF Vice President  
EDBF Vice President  
EDBF Treasurer 
EDBF Secretary General 
Member’s Representative 

ITA 
GER 
HUN 
UKR 
CYP 
ITA 
IRL 
GBR 

    
Honorary Guests (Non-Voting):    
Mike Thomas (via zoom) MT IDBF President GBR 
Mike MacKeddie-Haslam  MH EDBF President of Honor GBR 
Alan van Caubergh AvC EDBF Honorary President NED 
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Niko Cuca NC  SRB 
Antonio de Lucia ADL  ITA 
Nigel Bedford (via zoom) NB  GBR 
Fanni Nemeth (via zoom) FN  HUN 
Joseph (Pep) Junca (via zoom) JJ  ESP 
Vitaly Smirnov (via zoom) VS  RUS 
+1 x Cyprus    

 

   
Item  Action 

1.00 Welcome Address by the EDBF President.  
   

1.01 The meeting was formally opened at 09.10hrs by Claudio Schermi, EDBF President who 
welcomed everyone on zoom & in the room. 

 

   
1.02 It was confirmed that the meeting would be recorded via the zoom account.  

   
1.03 No apologises were received.  

   
2.00 Identification of Delegates & Confirmation of Authority  

   
2.01 

 
JD advised the delegates that not all proxy votes had been submitted in the correct manner, 
as detailed in the Proxy Voting instruction letter.  

 

   
2.02 

 
It had not been confirmed that Georgia had paid their annual membership, so no voting 
papers had been given to Michaela Scacchetti (MS) who was representing Georgia. MS 
advised that cash had been paid that morning for Georgia’s membership. JD queried the 
cash payment as there had been no one from Georgia present at the Championships. The  
representative of Georgia, stated that she paid on behalf of Georgia showing ptoof of 
authorities 

 

   
2.03 

 
The President re confirm that payment in cash are acceptable before congress both EDBF 
and IDBF level. This was clarified since IDBF Congress 2015 (Ref. https://dragonboat.b-
cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2015-Congress.pdf , pages 3/4/5 of 22) 

 

   
2.04 

 
 
 
 
 

2.05 

The President called for a vote to see if Georgia would be allowed to vote at Congress. 
Vote:  
For – 7 
Against – 5 
Abstain – 0 
 
It was confirmed Georgia would be allowed to vote. 

 

  
 

 

2.06 
 

 

13no. voting representatives were in the room from the following member federations: 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Germany, Serbia, Spain, Hungary, Israel, Lithuania, Ukraine, 
Albania, Cyprus, Georgia, Moldova. 

 

   
2.07 10no. proxy votes were received from the following member federations:  
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Austria, France, Poland, Sweden, Slovak Republic, Russia, Ireland, Norway, The Netherlands 
and Italy. 
 

2.08 It was noted the only financial member missing was Czech Republic.  
   

3.00 Appointment of Scrutineers for the Congress  
   

3.01 The following individuals were appointed as scrutineers for the Congress: 
James Haymen (ESP) 
Andrew Menzies (GBR) 
Dusko Spasovski (SRB) 

 

   
4.00 Acceptance of the Minutes of the 33rd EDBF Ordinary Congress 5th September 2022  

   
4.01 

 
The minutes of the 33rd EDBF Ordinary Congress held on 5th September 2022 were accepted 
in full. 
 

 

 Vote:  
For: 23 
Against: 0 
Abstain: 0 
 

 

5.00 Matters Arising from 33rd EDBF Ordinary Congress  
   

5.01 There were no matters arising from the 33rd EDBF Ordinary Congress.  
   

6.00 The EDBF President’s Report  
   

6.01 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.02 

CS confirmed that the EDBF President’s Report had been sent prior to Congress with the 
supporting information.  
The EDBF president reported about his recent election as IDBF president. 
He then recalled about the intense activity done during 2023 with the EuroCup series, 
Forum and the Ravenna ECCC 2023.  
He also took the opportunity to thank the organizer of Banyoles Spain  ENC 2022 that made 
possible the restart of our sport after COVID thanks to their hard work during 2022 
Championship. 
 
Vote: 
For – 21 
Against – 1 
Abstain - 1 
 
Peter Jarosi interrupted the President’s speech and advised that he was handing in his 
formal resignation as EDBF Vice President with immediate effect. He advised that the 
Hungarian Dragon Boat Federation was calling him back from his position on the EDBF 
Executive Committee and then he thanks for the 5 years working with all.  

 

   
7.00 Elections to Council  

 a) 4  EDBF Vice Presidents  
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7.01 PJ requested that as he had now resigned, anyone who would have voted for him to give 

their vote to Ute Becker-Frenzel. 
 

 

7.02 
 
 
 
 

7.03 

JD explained that there were now 6 candidates standing for the 4no. EDBF Vice President 
positions. All voting delegates could therefore vote for up to 4 people. If there was a draw 
on numbers for the 4th Vice President, then a second voting paper would be issued to vote 
on only those two candidates.  
 
Each candidate standing for EDBF Vice President then gave a brief speech on why they 
should be elected. 

 

   
7.04 Vote: 

Anna Sokratous (CYP) – 18 
Valerii Morgin (UKR) – 16 
Antonio de Lucia (ITA) – 15 
Niko Cuca (SRB) – 15 
Nigel Bedford (GBR) – 8 
Ute Becker-Frenzel (GER) – 7 
 

 

7.05 It was confirmed that the new EDBF Vice Presidents were Anna Sokratous, Valerii Morgun, 
Antonio de Lucia and Niko Cuca. 

 

   
 b) Secretary General  
   

7.06 Each candidate for EDBF General Secretary gave a brief presentation on why they should 
be elected. 

 

   
7.07 It was noted that 3no. proxy votes received in advance of Congress were missing the voting 

papers for Secretary General. 
 

 

7.08 Vote: 
Joseph (Pep) Junca (ESP) –12 
Julie Doyle (IRL) – 7 
Fanni Nemeth (HUN) – 1 

 

   
7.09 It was confirmed that the new EDBF Secretary General was Joseph (Pep) Junca.  

   
7.10 

 
 
 

7.11 
 
 
 

7.12 

JD advised that she had to leave Congress due to the timing of flights to Ireland and stated 
that she was stepping down from the position of EDBF General Secretary with immediate 
effect. JD wished the new Vice Presidents and Secretary General well. 
 
At this stage , VP Ute Becker-Frenzel , express the same wish to step down from her position 
with immediate effect.  
 
 
Date of taking effect 
Mike Haslam noted that it is not a correct interpretation to resign after the Elections. The 
intention was to leave the position without wait the date of taking effect. 
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A motion from Cyprus seconded by Serbia that those elected should take office from the 
day after their election and not from 1 January 2024 was approved by the members. 
 
Vote: 
For – 9 
Against – 3 
Abstain – 1 
 
It solved the issue of the resignation after the elections. 

   
8.00 EDBF Championship Regattas  

 a) 15th EDBF ENC 2024 – Prague, Czech Republic  
   
 Due to other commitment of Petr Klima, in his absence, the President Claudio Schermi 

describe the positives of the Racice as vackup venue due the final canellation of Kiev 
(Ukraine) and express the willingness of Czech DBA to host and organised the 2024 
European Nations Championship. This Championships should have been allocated to Kiev 
after postponement for pandemic in 2020, postponement for war in 2022 but at the end 
EDBF has been forced to final cancellation in 2024..  
 
Vote : 

 

 For – 11 
Abstain - 2 

 

   
   
   
 b) 20th EDBF ECCC 2025 – Belgrade Serbia 

 
 

 

 The 2025 European Club Crews Championships were confirmed to be 
organised by the Serbian DBF. 

 

 No special presentation or vote for Belgrade required as the appointment was already 
taking place one year ago. The updated report is required for  the Congress 2024 
Confirm dates will be announced in later stage. 

 

   
   
   
   
   
 c) 16th EDBF ENC 2026 – Munich, Germany  

   
 After a full presentation by the German DBA, the Congress approved Munich (Ger) for the 

2026 European Nations Championships, to be organised by the German DBA. 
 

   
 The Congress voted unanimously in favor of Munich as the sit of the EDBF ENC 2026  
   
   

9.00 Reports from the EDBF Commissions  
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9.01 Competition & Special Events Commission – Presented by Andries Boneschansker.  
   

9.02 Sports Medicine, Psychology & Science Commission – Presented by Dusko Spasovski.  
   

9.03 Marketing & Media Commission – Presented by Michaela Scacchetti.  
   

9.04 Women’s Commission – Presented by Paolo Pochesci.  
   

9.05 
 

9.06 

Junior Commission – Presented by Alexey Morgun. 
 
The reports were submitted and attached to the Agenda.  
All were accepted by the Congress 
 
 

 

10.00 
 
10.01 

 
 

Accounts, Financial Report and Auditor’s Report 
 
The Congress approved the financial report from the treasurer Maura Dezi, for 2022 
audited by Arild Jordskar (Nor). 

 

   
11.00 

 
11.01 

Determination of Annual Subscription   
 
The Congress accepted the proposal from the treasurer to maintain the Membership Fees 
for 2024 at 2023 levels. 

 

   
12.00 

 
12.01 

Budget for the Next Period 
 
The budget for 2024 was approved as presented  

 

   
   

13.00 Appointment of Full Member to be Responsible for Auditing the 2023 Accounts  
   

13.01 The Congress agreed that the Exe Com should explore the possibility to have a 
professional audit for the coming year. 

 

   
14.00 Reports on New Members  

 
14.01 

 
The Congress decided to cancel the outstanding fees of the present nonfinancial members 
to encourage them to become active members again. 

 

   
   

15.00 Change of Name of the Competition & Special Events Commission (ComSpec)  
   
 The new proposed name is: Competition and Technical Commission (C&TC) 

Unanimously APPROVED 
 

   
16.00 Any Other Business  
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 VP Anna Sokratous coordinator of the EDBF Euro cup series, announced  the winner of Euro 
Cup 2023 based on points scored over the qualifying races was Italy. 
Special trophy presented to Italian DBF president Antonio De Lucia . 

 

   
   

17.00 Confirmation of Date & Place of Next Meeting  
  

The next EDBF Congress was confirmed for 09.00hrs on the Monday after the European 
Club Crew Championships in Prague, that is 8 July 2024 

 

   
   

18.00 Closing Address  
   

18.01 The meeting was closed at 13:00hrs (CET).  
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Reports from the 5 EDBF Commissions 
2. Accounts, Financial Report and Auditor’s Report 

 
Minutes produced by Pep Juncà Tresserras – EDBF Secretary General (Esp) 
 
Dated:  05th August 2024 
 
Signed by:          

    
 
Claudio Schermi                                                                Pep Juncà Tresserras 
President                                                                            Secretary General 
European Dragon Boat Federation                                European Dragon Boat Federation 
 
 


