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MINUTES OF THE 86th EDBF COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday, 25th September 2024 AT 17:00 HRS (UTC) / 19:00HRS (CET) 

HELD IN VIDEO CONFERENCE 
 

    Present :  

 
EDBF Executive 
Committee: 

Anna Sokratous 

Valerii Morgun 

AS 

VM 

EDBF Acting President 
EDBF Senior Vice President 

CYP 
UKR 

      
 Antonio De Lucia 

Niko Cuca 

ADL 

NC 

EDBF Vice President 

EDBF Vice President 

ITA 
SRB 

 Pep Juncà Tresserras PJT EDBF Secretary General SPA 
 Maura Dezi MD EDBF Treasurer ITA 
 Andrew Menzies AM Full Member’s Representative GBR 

 

EDBF Council Andries Boneschansker  

(left at 20:30) 

AB Chair C&TC Comm. NLD 

Representative: Michela Scacchetti MS Chair M&M Comm. ITA 
 Paola Pochesci 

Alexey Morgun 
Dusko Spasovski 

Neil Pickles 
 

PP 

AM 
DS 

NP 
 

Chair Women Comm. 

Chair Youth Comm. 
Chair MED Comm. 

Nation Representative 
 

ITA 
UKR 
SRB 
GBR 
 

     Ute Becker-Frenzel 
Zoran Kabic 
Katerina Kovalenko 

UBF 
ZK 
KK 

Nation Representative 
Nation Representative 
Nation Representative 

GER 
SRB 
UKR 

     

Non-Voting: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claudio Schermi 
Mike MacKeddie-Haslam 
Alan Van Caubergh 
Saed Abdalla  

Leila Ataei 
Djordje Pavlovic  
Christian Tänzer-Backendorf 

Olena Serdiuk 

 

CS  
MH 
AvC 
SA 

LA 
DP 
CTB 

OS 

    
    IDBF President  
    President of Honour 

EDBF Honour President 
interpreter of UBF 
Vice Chair MED Comm 
Vice Chair C&TC Comm 
Vice Chair M&M Comm 

Interpreter of VM 

 
ITA 
GBR 
NLD 
GER 
CYP 
CYP 
GER 
UKR 

 
Meeting started at 19:15 hrs (CET) 
 
 

Item  Action 

 1.00 Welcome Address by the EDBF President/ Roll call  

 1.01 AS , welcomed everyone to the 86th EDBF COUNCIL MEETING and her 1st one chairing the  
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1.02 
 
 
 
 1.03 

council as Acting EDBF President. 

CS & AvC wished to new president, the best of luck, lot of wisdom and of course the 
support from everybody in the council. 

 

Apologies from Andy and Mike H 

   

 2.00 Confirmation of Agenda  

 2.01 The agenda was approved as presented.  

   

   

 3.00 
 

 
 

Acceptance of the Minutes of the 85th  EDBF Council Meeting 

The minutes of the 85th EDBF Council Meeting were accepted in full  

 
 

 4.00 
 4.01 

 
 4.02 

Matter arising from previous meeting 

No matter arising.   

 

VM express his concern about Anna being Acting President, even though he has nothing 
against her leading the meeting. He wanted everyone to know that he did not agree for 
her to be a president. 

 

   

 5.00 EDBF Acting President Report  

 5.01 
 

 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This is the first time chairing a meeting since the appointed as acting President, 27 days 
ago.  

On the 6th of September, I attended the IDBF Council meeting as a representative for 
Europe. 

It was a very valuable experience, where the more seasoned council members collectively 
discussed several points in preparation for the Congress. 

The IDBF President chaired the meeting, and we efficiently covered the entire agenda. It 
was both enlightening and productive with most of the outcomes being presented at 
Congress. 

During the meeting, key topics were addressed, including the Federations continued 
pursuit of recognition by the IOC International Olympic Committee, a priority enshrined 
on its constitution and supported by the athletes. 

The council also discussed the need to update the IDBF’s strategic plan and the fantastic 
opportunities to showcase the sport in the forthcoming World Cup in Milou, China. In 
addition, the council agreed to convene an Extraordinary Congress in near future to review 
and revise the IDBF statutes, By-laws , competition regulations and racing rules and to 
appoint the Chair of the Ethic Committee. 
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 5.02 
  
 5.03 

 
 
 
6.00 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IDBF President Claudio Schermi also proposed the introduction of a “license to drive” 
system for steerers at major IDBF events, aimed at reducing collisions and raising the 
standard of competition. 

The meeting showcased the council’s commitment to evolving the sport and enhancing 
the experience for participants globally. 

To my opinion, the IDBF Club Crew Championship in Ravenna, was very successful from all 
points of view. More than 6000 participants out of 163 clubs of 30 countries took part. 
Which looks like is the biggest participation ever. 

Taking the advance to meet many teams and speak with paddlers and coaches.  All of them 
were very happy and enthusiastic, expressing their gratitude for a well organize event and 
enjoying the competitions.  

AS, Congratulate the Italian organize committee for a job well done, with special 
congratulation to EDBF Vice President Antonio De Lucia, leading the local organizers, 
Treasurer Maura and Chairperson of Women in sport commission Paola and Chief Official 
Andries Boneschansker chairperson of C&TC comm and his team . 

AS completed her report by stating her three key commitments. 

- to lead the federation alongside with the whole council members, through a 
smooth transition until the next Ordinary Congress. Trusting with sense of 
responsibility and dedication to both our sport and our federation.  

- to complete the Euro Cup 2024 program and ensure we are well prepared for 2025 

- and very importantly, to begin preparations for the European Club Crews 
Championships in Belgrade.  

We need to remain focused on the sporting aspects moving ahead, forward together, 
requesting to clarify what needs to be clarified and focusing on the path ahead. 

VM comment in the report and asks for statistics o the participation of European athletes 
in Ravenna 2024 

AB notes that the requested statistics are not ready and also point out the excessive 
workload of IRO’s , and he invites to think how this can be avoided in Belgrade 2025 

 

EDBF Extraordinary Congress 

This Congress is meant to be called by the Council in a spirit of collaboration, with the aim 
of listening to our members and working together to strengthen and unite us.  

It’s an opportunity to focus on our expectations for the sport, not for politics. 

Those are AS’s expectations and intention to follow the suggestion of the Norwegian 
Dragon Boat Federation to give a meaningful theme to this Extraordinary Congress. 

Following a discussion, all members were in favor for un extra ordinary meeting on 23rd 
November 2024 morning with only one point in agenda. To “Discuss and resolve 
disagreements with EDBF Officers, the EDBF Executive Committee, and the EDBF Council, 
in order that all concerned can take part in and show support for the democratic processes 
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of the EDBF “ 

 

   

 7.00 
  
  7.01 
 

 
  

 
 

 7.02 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 7.03 
 

 
 
 7.04 

 
 7.05 

 
 
 
 

08.00 
08.01 
 
 
 
 
 
08.02 

EDBF EuroCup 2024 update 

AS informed, that the first EDBF Euro Cup took place on 11th & 12 May 2024 in Prague, 
Czech Rep, in a very nice venue with many participants. EDBF provided medals for all 
premier categories (228 each Gold /Silver/Bronze) as per agreement. Sadly, No EDBF Euro 
cup races were stated in results but only festival ones. Hence, we are unable to calculate 
and allocate points to participated teams/countries. Invoice 76/2024 issued by Maura 
which payment is not settle yet. 

The next EDBF Euro Cup was organized by the SDBS on 8th & 9th of June 2024 at Belgrade, 
Serbia with 177 competitors from five countries out of 6 clubs (Motion-Serbia, 
Beodragons-Serbia, Dragon Nautic Banat Timisoara- Romania, Dubai Dolphins- UAE, Angry 
Dragons-Qatar, Limassol Spartans- Cyprus). 

Once again, the Euro cup in Serbia, was very successful. All participants were happy and 
enjoy both the visit and races. The Chinese community with the support of Chinese 
Ambassador, supported the festival part with very interested exception which promotes 
Chinese culture and country. Treasurer MD ,  issued invoice no  75/2024 for the amount 
of euro 1135.- , which already been settled by SDBS 

The EDBF representative Anna Sokratous extending her gratitude to EDBF VP Niko Cuca 
and to the entire Serbian organizers team for their excellent and well organize event.  

The Next two Euro Cups were forced to cancelled, 

-the Long Distance on 28th September 2024 at Prague, Czech Rep  due to floods  

-the Trakai Lithuania on 5th-6th October 2024 due to lack of interest from foreign teams. 

We conclude 2024 with Dubai on 06-08 December. Both Bulletin are circulated, and the 
organization is running smoothly as always with high expectation of more European teams. 

AS informed that the bids for 2025 are already open mainly to set up the calendar  

for better organization from all parties. 

Georgia, Lithuania, Spain and UAE express interest of hosting EDBF Euro event in 2025. 

Letter from RAPS 

Letter receipt from Vitaly Smirnov, Chairman of the Russian Association of Paddle Sports. 
His request if self-explanatory, following the decision of IOC to allow Russian athletes to 
participate in this year Olympic games in Paris in a neutral status, and as Euro cups in 
general are a club crew competition and athletes do not represent their country, request 
from EDBF permission to allow some Russian clubs to attend Dubai Euro cup. 

All council members express their opinion 
VM stated among others that if he was EDBF President probably he would like to unify 

 
 
 
 

 
MD 
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08.03 
 
 

 
 
08.04 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
08.05 
 
 

09.00 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
  

the nations, but as EDBF VP and Ukrainian president, he can’t have Russian athletes 
participating together with Ukrainian athletes. 
 
CS, remind council that when EDBF started originally the sanctions, was to follow IDBF 
decision which they followed IOC instructions. 
Today IOC interpretation allow crews to compete. Is in our interest and the interest of the 
sport to destroy barrels. To stop this situation as our sport has nothing to do with politics. 
 
AS expressed, her concern regarding information goes to her attention, that ICF already 
approaching Russian dragon athletes and accepting them in their championships all over 
the world. If we are not carefully, we will loss all those athletes. We can’t predict future 
and when situation will be over, but we need to preserve our Federation. We can’t afford 
to lose any members, that includes Ukrainian. There are all most welcome to compete all 
together. 

 

The council approved by majority with the cast vote of the president. 
 
 

ERASMUS  Project     

 

CS informed that the project has been approved. We are part of group with other 5 
partners. We have a share of 13%, which means about euro 30,000. Very important is that 
for the first time we are part of Erasmus project. We don’t know how much money or who 
will work exactly on what, but we are learning by doing. 

Still some administrative jobs to do but I will hand over shortly to Anna to continue. 

 

10.00 

 
  

 
 

AOB (Any Other Business) 

 
UBF proposed for ECCC 2025 to have small boats as we did very successfully to Ravenna 
2023 . Was very good idea from CS , so we may repeat. 

Amendments for Europe with 4 crews ( 5 standards boats and 4 smalls boats) 

 

 
 

 
 

   

   

11.00 Date of next EDBF Council Meeting  
 
Next Council Meeting  
Tuesday 05th of November 2024 at 18.00hrs (UTC+1) / 19.00hrs (CEST)  
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Meeting completed at 22:00 hrs CEST 

 

I confirm these minutes represent a true record of the meeting held.  

 

Dated: 01.11.2024      

 

 

 

                                         
 
 

       Signed by:                     Anna Sokratous  Pep Juncà Tresserras 

          EDBF Acting President               EDBF Secretary General 
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