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MINUTES OF THE EDBF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD IN VIDEO CONFERENCE ON MONDAY, 23rd OCTOBER 2023
AGENDA

Welcome address by the EDBF President/Roll call
Confirmation of the Agenda
Acceptance of the Minutes of the 2*" October 2023 Ex. Com. (distributed on the 20" Oct 2023)

Matters arising
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President Report:

5.a. ENC Prague Racice (Czech Rep). Meeting of EDBF President and EDBF Senior Vp Valeri
Morgun with CDBA chairman Petr Klima on the 18/19" October

5.b. Letter received from BDA Chairman Neil Pickles and reply from EDBF President

6. Decision about RAPS President Vitali Smirnov requests to allow “by exception” a club crew from
Russia to race at the last Euro Cup in Dubai, 8/10 Dec. 2023.

7. AOB (Any Other Businness)

8. Date of next Ex. Com. and date of next EDBF Council

Item 1) Welcome address by the EDBF President/Roll call

Claudio Schermi President

Valeri Morgun Senior Vice President

Anna Socratous Vice President

Antonio De Lucia Vice President

Niko Cuca Vice President

Pep Junca Tesseras Secretary General

Maura Dezi Treasurer

Andrew Menzies Members Representative

Mike MacKeddie-Haslam EDBF Founder and President of Honor
Alan van Caubergh Honorary President

The President welcomes all attendees and open the meeting



Item 2. Confirmation of the Agenda The Agenda was confirmed in full.

Item 3. Acceptance of the Minutes of the 2™ October 2023 Ex. Com. (distributed on the 20" Oct 2023)
After brief discussion the 2" October Meeting Minutes were confirmed in full

Item 4. Matters Arising There were no matters arising

Item 5. President Report:

5.a. ENC Prague Racice (Czech Rep). Meeting of EDBF President and EDBF Senior Vp Valeri Morgun with
CzDBA chairman Petr Klima on the 18/19%" October 2023.

President Claudio Schermi and Senior Vice President met in Prague with the President of CzDBA Petr Klima.

CS reported that the result of the meeting:
a) PK needs as many Paddlers as possible to make the event sustainable
b) Itis necessary to confirm the deadlines for early bird payments
c) In order to maximize the number of entries the Senior D class has been confirmed

d) The official EDBF/CzDBA invitation has been sent
CS asked to the Ex. Com. to approve it.
Resolution 11/23

“Report of the Meeting with CzDBA with reference to deadlines dates, for early bird payment, Senior D class
and the ratification of the invitation sent.”

The Ex. Com. approved unanimously.

MH asked clarification about the budget.

CS reply that the org. com. will produce the budget very soon. But the main revenue for the event will be the
entry fees. The expectation is about 110.000/120.000 with about 2000 Athletes at 65 Euro each.

5.b. Letter received from BDA Chairman Neil Pickles and reply from EDBF President
CS referred about the email letter received by NP concerning the EDBF membership of Lithuania.

CS stated that it was not in keeping with EDBF procedures for such questions to be ccn to people outside of
the EDBF Exec & Council, before they had been officially considered and he hoped that the email had only
been sent within the Ex.Com..

The letter indicated that AM was considered by NP to be the BDA spokesman within the Ex.com. NP should
have referred directly to EDBF Ex.Com. instead of asking AM to initially raise the matter as one requiring
confidentiality. Anyway, CS replied with reference to the EDBF Statutes and By Laws that the position of
Lithuania as an active financial member of the EDBF had been correctly dealt with.

Item 6. Decision about RAPS President Vitali Smirnov requests to allow “by exception” a club crew from
Russia to race at the last Euro Cup in Dubai, 8/10 Dec. 2023.

CS reported the reasons why EDBF, despite fully supporting Ukraine and peace, should consider supporting
the request of the RAPS President to allow Russian Club Crews to participate by exception as neutral at the
EuroCup races in Dubai. About the issue CS had spoken by phone with Minister and Vice Minister of Sport in
Ukraine. They explained why Ukraine can’t support the RAPS request though the dragon boat crews were
not financed by the Russian government and even if paddlers were not connected with military or police
corps.



MH underline the fact that in Ravenna at the European Club Crews Championships many Russian Athletes,
residents in Cyprus or in different Nations, had been allowed to race alongside crews from the Ukraine,
without consequences. In this sense to allow Club Crews from Russia to race in Dubai would not be a big step
forward. It would show that we are all sport people and that we do not discriminate against the people of a
Country for the irresponsible actions of their governments. MH mentioned the “Inside the Games” magazine
where it was announced that an 10C decision is expected to allow the Russian Athletes to participate at the
Olympic Games in Paris.

AM agreed with MH about the fact that we have don’t have problems with Russian Athletes but based on
the IDBF policy, if we allowed Russian Crews in Dubai EuroCup, we would go against the current IDBF policy
and that we should support Valery.

CS replied that this would not be a decision against the IDBF policy but an expectation to support RAPS.

The Senior VP Valeri Morgun confirmed his disagreement, not for personal reasons but for the fact that the
Ukranian Minister of Sport do not allow Ukranian Crews to compete where there are Russians crews. He felt
that even Russians resident outside of Russia, in a way, represented Russian interests.

MH mentioned the boycott of the Moscow Olympic Games in 1980 where some nations governments (such
as GB) officially boycotted the games but their athletes still competed under the I0C flag.

At the end, the recent facts of the sport is that, Russians and Ukrainian’s have competed together in the last
2 years and the EDBF should look at what is the best for the sport without be pushing by governments.

Valeri underline that it is different the situation of Russians living abroad for years and the Russians that still
live in Russia. He underlined his position and the position of the Ukraine government.

After open discussion the text of the motion the Ex. Com. agrees to vote the following motions without
mention specific the Russian crews case

Resolution 12/23

“The EDBF has no objection to the Org. Com. in Dubai, accepting entries from any crews to compete in the
Dubail International races that will be held in conjunction with the Euro Cup Races in December 2023.”

2 against and 5 in favor and President no vote. The resolution was approved by a majority vote.

Point 7 - AOB (Any Other Businness)

CS advised the meeting that the IDBF President MT had endorsed him to participate at the AIMS General
Assembly and at the IF Forum of the SportAccord from 13% to 15" November in Lausanne

Point 8 - Date of next Ex. Com. and date of next EDBF Council

The Ex. Com. decided to hold the next Council Meeting on Tuesday the 5™ December at 18.00 UTC (19.00)
CET and the next Ex. Com Meeting one hour before the Council. If any specific issue to be discussed an Ex.
Com.could be called on the 215t November (to be confirmed).

Dated: 23 Nov..2023

Claudio Schermi Pep Junca Tesseras
President Secretary General
European Dragon Boat Federation European Dragon Boat Federation

e,



